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Tue School Committee, in making the Annual Report of 
their doings, and of the condition of the schools, perform a duty 
required by a law of the Commonwealth. They feel it also in- 
cumbent upon them, as it is also implied in the law, to embrace in 
their report such information respecting the performance of their 
duties, and the results of their visitations of the schools, as shall 
show to the inhabitants of the city in what manner they have ex- 
ecuted their responsible trust. 

All the schools have been visited quarterly and monthly by the 
_ sub-committees in the several Wards ; and at other times, so often 
as they thought the good of the schools required it. The order 
and progress of the pupils, the manner and course of instruction, 
and the mode of government, and the classing and fit time for 
promoting the scholars, have been inquired into and attended to in 
these visits of the Committee. They have striven to remedy the 
defects which they have noticed, and have urged upon the chil- 
dren and youth the duty and importance of constant and punctual 
attendance, of diligence in their studies, of purity of character, of 
correct demeanour, and of obedience to their teachers. What- 
ever has been thought of sufficient importance in the results of 
these regular and occasional visits of the sub-committees to be 
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communicated to the whole Committee for their information, or 
advice and aid, has been reported at the stated or special meetings 
of the board. 

Written reports of the quarterly examinations of the schools 
in the several Wards, by the members of the Committee residing 
in those Wards respectively, have been presented to the whole 
board, and placed on file by the Secretary. 

Thus the condition of the several schools has become known to 
-the Committee collectively, and they have been enabled to act 
understandingly upon all matters which require the exercise of 
their united authority. 

The examination of the schools at the close of the last quarter, 
in February, called the Annual Examination, was conducted in the 
same manner as that of the preceding year, on a plan which 
proved to be highly satisfactory. The Grammar Schools and the 
High School were examined in presence of the whole Commit- 
tee, by different members, each in a distinct branch. 

The reports of the examiners of the various schools, stating 
their appearance at the annual examination, together with incidental 
remarks concerning the general character of some of them, afford 
the best view that can be presented within the same compass. 
The substance of them is accordingly here introduced. 


Alphabet Schools. 
AUBURN ALPHABET. 


This school has much improved during the last year. Two 
or three large boys, who could not be classed in either of the high- 
er schools, but whom it was thought desirable to instruct if possi- 
ble, have rendered the task of the teacher somewhat more labori- 
ous and difficult than it would otherwise have been. But by her 
patience, kindness, and firmness, she has succeeded in maintaining 
good order, while at the same time the school has made_ progress 
under her faithful instruction. The material of this school is 
good, and the school-room is pleasant. At the annual examina- 
tion, the school appeared well, both with respect to recitations 
and conduct. It may be pronounced in good condition. 


FRANKLIN ALPHABET. 


This school during the past year has been very large, and the 
room in which it is taught is small and inconvenient ; but a venti- 
lator, which has recently been placed on the building, has added 
greatly to its comfort. ‘This is one of our best schools ; it is 
always found in good condition, and at the annual examination ap- 
peared admirably in every respect. ‘T'he reading, spelling, and 
other exercises were excellent, the order was perfect, and the 
classes were full of life and earnestness. The teacher holds a 
high rank in her profession, and her labors have been crowned 
with great success. 


BOARDMAN ALPHABET. 


At the beginning of the fall term, Miss A. E. Conant, who‘ 
had taught this school a year to the entire satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee, was promoted to another situation, and Miss Ann Lewis, 
who had been assistant for the two previous terms, was appointed 
to fill her place. Miss Lewis has devoted herself to her work 
with great zeal and diligence. She has managed the school, 
though very large, without any assistance, has maintained good 
order, and exerted a healthful moral influence over her pupils. 
At the annual examination two of the classes were noted as defi- 
cient in spelling ; with this exception, the school appeared well in 
every respect, and may be considered as in a satisfactory condi- 
tion. 


THORNDIKE ALPHABET. 


This school contains a larger number of scholars than any 
other of the like grade in the city. The average attendance for 
the third quarter was 98. At the recent examination 121 were 
present. Notwithstanding the crowded state of the school, its 
government and instruction throughout the year have received the 
commendation of the Committee, and its present condition is sat- 
isfactory. ! 


NORTH ALPHABET. 


At the close of the third quarter, the discipline and proficiency 
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of this school were reported as unsatisfactory. Under the efficient 
management of the present teacher, it has since rapidly improved, 
and its present prospects are encouraging. The attendance 
the fourth quarter was .81. This school is composed of a class 
of children generally less trained to habits of order, punctuality, 
and neatness at home than those belonging to the other schools 
of a similar grade ; and hence the conditions and facilities for prog- 
ress here are comparatively much less favorable. 


The number of children belonging to the Alphabet Schools at 
the close of the year was 556, of which 488, or 87 per cent., 
were present at examination. ‘The average annual attendance 
has been 70 per cent.; considerably in advance, it is believed, 
of any former year. 


WMized Schools. 


NORTH MIXED. 


This school, from its location, has always been of a mixed 
character, embracing pupils who properly belong to the three 
grades below the Grammar School. During the last year it has 
been excessively crowded, so that an ‘assistant has been found 
necessary. As soon as practicable, the school is to be divided 
into a Middle and a Mixed Primary. The teacher has been emi- 
nently successful in overcoming the difficulties of her situation, and 
the school is not inferior to any of its kind in the city. The annu- 
al examination was in all respects satisfactory, and from the ener- 
gy, zeal, and fidelity of the teacher, it is confidently expected that 
the school will continue to make rapid progress. 


BRIDGE MIXED. 


This school consists of Middle, Primary, and Alphabet scholars, 
in about equal proportions. It is usually quite large, and the ages 
of the scholars vary from five to twelve. It has been uniform- 
ly reported as being an excellent school. The teacher is indefat- 
igable in her labors, and very successful in imparting instruction. 
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At the annual examination, the school appeared well, and gave evi- 
dence of having been thoroughly taught. 

The teacher says, in her annual report, — ‘‘ The deportment 
of the scholars during the past year, in most cases, has been sat- 
isfactory. They have been interested in all the exercises of the 
school, especially in singing. ‘The influence of music has been 
very perceptible in soothing discordant passions, and promoting 
harmony and good feeling.”’ 


DANA HILL MIXED. 


This school consists of Alphabet and Primary scholars. The 
school-room is pleasant and well ventilated, and every thing is pro- 
vided which the comfort of the scholars seems to require. At the 
end of the summer term, the school was reported ‘‘ as not being in 
a satisfactory condition, either as regarded order or the attainments 
of the pupils.” At the end of the fall term, it was found ‘‘ in an 
improved condition.” At the annual examination, “the order 
was good, and the school, as a whole, appeared respectably.”’ 

‘¢ For the first six months,”’ says the teacher in her annual re- 
port, ‘‘the pupils were constantly changing ; and these changes 
had a very unfavorable effect in regard both to discipline and in- 
struction. For the last six months, the scholars have been more 
punctual in their attendance, and most of them have manifested an 
interest in their studies, and made good progress.” 


AMORY MIXED. 


In this school there have been, during the greater part of the 
year, Middle, Primary, and Alphabet scholars. For the first 
three terms, it was under the instruction of Miss L. M. Demmon. 
In December, Miss Demmon was appointed assistant in one of the 
Grammar Schools, and Miss Susan Dimond took her place in this 
school. The Committee, who examined it at the close of the 
summer term, reported it as being in a highly satisfactory condi- 
tion. ‘* The order,” says the report, ‘‘is perfect, the children 
are happy, and there is great promptness and accuracy in the reci- 
tations. In every particular which goes to constitute a good 
school, this school ranks among the highest.”? At the close of the 
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fall term the Committee say, — ‘‘ If imperfection did not cleave 
to every thing human, we should call this school perfect.” 

Miss Dimond has been in the school one term. She has made 
a good beginning, and will, it is believed, become a successful 
teacher. ‘The school appeared well at the annual examination. 


The number belonging to the Mixed Schools at the close of the 
year was 278, of which 240, or 86 per cent., were present at ex- 
amination. ‘The average attendance for the year was 80 per cent. 


Primary Schools. 
WASHINGTON PRIMARY. 


Some improvement has been witnessed in this school among 
the class of boys who have heretofore been in the habit of tru- 
ancy ; they have become quite regular in their attendance. Miss 
Treson, the former teacher, has been transferred to the Washington 
Middle, and Miss Rebecca R. Munroe elected in her place. 
This school, though somewhat improved since last year, is still 
backward, compared with some others of the same grade. ‘This, 
however, is to be attributed in some degree to circumstances be- 
yond the control of the successive teachers, who have faithfully 
performed their duty, and have done their best to overcome the 
difficulties which have retarded the progress of the school. 


BROADWAY PRIMARY. 


This school has always stood high, both as regards its discipline 
and the attainments of its pupils. It continues an excellent school. 
The teacher is one of the best, and the school during the past 
year has made commendable progress. Particular attention is paid 
to drawing ; and some very pretty specimens may always be seen 
on the blackboard. The annual examination was very creditable 
both to teacher and pupils. 

The present teacher has had charge of this school nearly four 
years. During this time it has been large, and has required an 
assistant. At the close of the fall term, Miss Ellen Lewis, who 
had for some time previous been the assistant, was promoted to 
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another situation, and Miss S. P. Partridge took her place. Miss 
, Partridge has proved herself a superior teacher, and has contrib- 
uted much to the present high character of the school. 


HARVARD PRIMARY. 


At the close of the summer term, Miss A. L. Magoun, under 
whose instruction the school had been making good progress for 
several years, resigned, and Miss Adelia E. Conant, teacher of 
the Boardman Alphabet, took her place. The school is well 
taught, and under good discipline. It has been well reported of 
during the year, and the annual examination was very satisfactory. 


FRANKLIN PRIMARY. 


In the Report of last year, this school was said to be in a.good 
condition. ‘The same may be said of it now. It has been very 
large, — the average attendance being between sixty and seventy. 
The school-room is not at all times a comfortable one, although the 
Committee have done all in their power to render it pleasant and 
commodious. | 

During a portion of the year, the order was not so good as could 
be desired, and there was thought to be a want of life and prompt- 
ness in the recitations. But during the past term, these defects 
have been in a good degree remedied, and at the annual examina- 
' tion the school was reported as being in a very satisfactory condi- 
tion. 


THE PUTNAM AND EASTERN PRIMARIES. 


These schools, in the Third Ward, are in excellent condition. 
They are surpassed only by one other school of the same grade in 
the city. The order and general aspect of these schools are of 
the highest character. At the annual examination some drawings 
executed by the children of the Eastern Primary were exhibited, 
which would do credit to scholars of a grammar school. In few 
schools of this grade has so high a degree of punctuality of attend- 
ance been secured. ‘The teachers have labored for the improve- 
ment of their schools with great assiduity, and are entitled to high 
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commendation. The attendance for the winter term in the Put- 
nam was 90 per cent. ; in the Eastern, 89 per cent. 


THE OTIS PRIMARY. 


This school falls considerably below the two last mentioned, 
both in respect to discipline and proficiency. A repeated change 
of teachers has retarded the progress, and depressed in some 
measure the ambition, of this school. The last teacher, though 
_ young and inexperienced when she entered upon her duties, suc- 
ceeded well. Although the school is relatively backward, its 
general improvement for the past year has been creditable to the 
teacher. 


The number belonging to the Primary Schools at the close of 
the year was 514, of which 471, or 91 per cent., were present at 
examination. ‘The average attendance for the year was 80 per 
cent. 


WWMiddle Schools. 
WASHINGTON MIDDLE. 


The last Annual Report represented this school as not equal 
to others of the same grade with regard to promptness and accu- 
racy in recitations. In these respects there has been improve- 
ment. ‘The former teacher has resigned, and Miss A. M. Ireson, 
formerly teacher of the Washington Primary, has taken her place. 
This has always been a difficult school to govern. It is the largest 
of its grade in the city, without an assistant, having connected with 
it 96 different scholars during the last six months, with an average 
attendance of 75. 

The Committee who examined the Middle Schools say in 
their Report, — ‘* The school is backward ; it is all of a year be- 
hind the Dana Hill School, and the first class as much as a year 
behind the first classes of our Middle Schools generally. ‘The first 
class in arithmetic your Committee think as backward as any 
first class of the same grade they ever examined. ‘The deficien- 
cy, however, should not be attributed to the present teacher, as 
she has had the school under her charge but six months, and has 
in that time reduced it from confusion to very good order.” 


9 


The present teacher is competent, laborious, and faithful to her 
trust, and is making great efforts to raise the school to the required 
standard of excellence. ‘The older pupils are becoming more 
tractable, and more interested in their studies ; and there is reason 
to expect that the next annual examination will show a decided 
improvement in every respect. 


MASON MIDDLE. 


This is a large school, requiring an assistant. Miss E. A. 
Denton was assistant till the end of the fall term, when she re- 
signed, and Miss Elten Lewis was transferred from the Broadway 
Primary, to fill the vacancy. ‘This school has not given entire 
satisfaction to the Committee. ‘The order has not been good, 
and it is feared the pupils have not been acquiring those habits of 
application, obedience, and self-control, which they ought to pos- 
sess. In the report of the summer examination it is said, — ** The 
order was better than usual, and the school appeared tolerably well, 
but not as well as the other Middle Schools inthe Ward. ‘There 
were more failures and less promptness in the recitations.” 

At the annual examination, the school was not thought to be in 
a satisfactory condition. But the teacher is confident that she 
shall yet be able to make it what it ought to be. She is faithful 
and devoted to her work ; and the Committee indulge the hope, 
that her exertions will yet meet with the success which they de- 
serve. 


DANA HILL MIDDLE. 


This school was established in June, 1848, and since that 
time has been under the charge of its present teacher. Both 
as regards discipline and instruction it stands in the first rank. 
At the close of the summer term, it was reported as being ‘‘in a 
good condition in every respect’? ;— and the Committee who 
conducted the annual examination think that ‘‘its superior can 
hardly be found.” 

The drawing deserves special commendation, being such as 
would do honor to any school in the city.’ The order is perfect ; 
and it is a gratifying fact, and worthy of mention in this connection, 
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that there has not been a case of corporal punishment in the 
school, since its establishment. 


FRANKLIN MIDDLE. 


The room in which this school is kept is inconvenient and un- 
comfortable. The scholars suffer from heat in summer, and those 
who are not near the stove, from cold in winter. ‘There is no 
suitable place in which to deposit outer garments. But, in spite of 
these inconveniences, the school is one of the best Middle Schools 
in the city. It has uniformly appeared well, when visited by the 
Committee, and at the annual examination was reported as being 
in excellent condition. 


HARVARD MIDDLE. 


This school has been under the charge of its present teacher 
for several years. Successive Committees have reported favora- 
bly with regard to its condition, and it has uniformly been consid- 
ered as one of our best schools. During the past year it has 
maintained its good character, and has appeared well, both at the 
casual visits of the Committee, and at the quarterly examinations. 
‘¢ ‘The school,”’ says the report of the annual examination, “is in 
good condition. ‘The instruction is accurate and efficient.” 


OTIS MIDDLE. 


This school passed a highly satisfactory examination. At the 
commencement of the year it suffered from a change of teachers, 
and at the close of the summer term its general tone and disci- 
pline had considerably declined. Since it came under the care of 
its present teacher, it has wholly retrieved its character, and now 
ranks as one of our best Middle Schools. During the fourth quar- 
ter, eighteen were neither absent nor tardy. . 


THORNDIKE MIDDLE. 


This school appeared well at the examination, and has maintain- 
ed an excellent standing during the year. The teacher deserves 
great credit for the manner in which the affairs of the school are 
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administered. Her scholars appear well drilled in habits of study, 
and her classes, when promoted, are always found thoroughly 
qualified. Punctuality of attendance is a valuable trait of this 
school. The attendance for the winter term was .925. 


NORTH MIDDLE. 


This school has made good improvement, particularly during 
the Winter term. At the annual examination it was found in a 
better condition than it had been for two years previous, although 
the attainments of the scholars are still below the proficiency ex- 
hibited by corresponding classes in several other Middle Schools. 
The order has been good. Nearly all the children attending here 
are of foreign parentage. While many of them are intelligent 
and studious, and acquire a good standing as scholars, the re- 
sults of instruction on another portion are less satisfactory. Un- 
der the continued exertions of the teacher, we trust that this 
school will continue to advance. 


The number belonging to the Middle Schools at the close of 
the winter term was 488, of which 456, or 93 per cent., were 
present at examination. ‘The average attendance in all the Mid- 
dle Schools for the year has been 85 per cent. 

The following table exhibits the condition of the Middle Schools 
at the annual examination, as indicated by the notation of the ex- 
amining Committee. 


Per cent. of Merit of First Class in 
: Spelling . 4 eee 
Reading. and ~ | Atithme- abt: Writing. Total. | Order, 


Detining. ile. pay 
Washington,| .80 | .70 40 | .60 | .40 .58 .68 
Franklin, 85 .80 90 | .85 .70 .82 85 
Dana Hill, 95 85 | 1.00 .90 | .80 90 |1.00 
Harvard, .90 83 90 .80 | .70 82 .80 
Mason, “70 70 .50 .65 | .50 61 .50 
Thorndike, .90 .90 80 | .90 | .70 84 .88 
Otis, * .80 .90 .80 .90 | .80 84 .95 


North, .60 45 5 | 10 |. 50 ‘ 80 
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Grammar Schools. 
NORTH GRAMMAR. 


This school, owing to circumstances alluded to in the last Re- 
port, has always been of a somewhat mixed character, and inca- 
pable of that perfect classification which exists in other sections 
of the city, and which would enable the teacher to labor to the 
greatest advantage. One fact may serve as an illustration. The 
number of admissions and withdrawals has been quite equal to 
the average number belonging to the school during the year. 
This constant change must evidently be a great obstacle to 
progress, and render it a very difficult task for the master to main- 
tain the school in such a condition that it will compare favorably 
with others of its grade. These difficulties, however, will gradu- 
ally disappear. ‘The number of permanent scholars has considera- 
bly increased. ‘There has been a decided improvement with regard 
to regularity of attendance. Increased interest in the school has 
been manifested by parents. ‘The school-room has been rendered 
more comfortable by an improved method of ventilation. Upon 
the whole, great improvement has been made in this school during 
the past year, and particularly during the last six months. 

Toward the close of the year the health of Mr. Munroe, who 
has had the charge of this school for five years, became so much 
impaired, that he found it necessary to resign, and Mr. William 
H. Ladd has been chosen in his place. ‘The Committee take 
this opportunity to bear testimony to the diligence, faithfulness, 
and eminent success with which Mr. Munroe has conducted this 
school, and to express the hope that he will soon be able to re- 
sume elsewhere those duties which he has performed here so 
much to the satisfaction of the Committee and of the district. 

The annual examination was entirely satisfactory. The various 
recitations and exercises were performed with promptness and 
accuracy ; and the singing, under the direction of the teacher, 
was, as usual, excellent. 


AUBURN GRAMMAR. 


This school continues to sustain the high character which has 
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been given to it in former reports. ‘The annual examination was 
in all respects highly satisfactory, showing, as it did, that, under 
the judicious and faithful instruction of its able teachers, the school 
is accomplishing all that can reasonably be demanded of it. This 
result is peculiarly gratifying, inasmuch as no school of this grade 
in the city has suffered so much from change as this. Fifty- 
seven pupils have been discharged during the year; and of the 
number now remaining, nearly two thirds have entered since the 
commencement of the year, — the greater part of them since Sep- 
tember. Only twenty-two now belonging to the school have been 
connected with it for so long a period as two years. 

The order of the school and the deportment of the pupils 
have been uniformly excellent ; and the teachers have labored with 
laudable ambition, and with entire success, to place this school 
among the first in the city. 


MASON GRAMMAR. 


At the close of the fall term, Miss E. H. Chadbourne, who 
had been for several terms assistant teacher in this school, and who 
had served in that capacity with great fidelity and success, re- 
signed, and Miss L. M. Demmon was transferred from the Amo- 
ry Mixed to fill the vacancy. This school maintains a very re- 
spectable standing. At the close of the fall term, all the classes 
were thoroughly examined in every branch, and, taken as a whole, 
appeared exceedingly well. ‘The annual examination was gener- 
ally satisfactory. The Committee, however, noticed some want of 
the order which has been usually observed in the school. 

The master has been in the habit of giving familiar historical 
lectures and readings to the scholars, and they have manifested 
much interest in this mode of acquiring historical: information. 
The first two classes have also used with much benefit the 
‘¢Scholar’s Record Book,” in which they have kept a record of 
their daily lessons, and other matters appertaining to their school. 


HARVARD GRAMMAR. 


There has been no change of teachers during the year. This 
continues an excellent school. It is believed that faithful and sys- 
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tematic instruction is given in all its departments. Much attention 
has been paid to map-drawing, and great benefit has been de- 
rived from this exercise. The annual examination was highly 
satisfactory. 


BROADWAY GRAMMAR. 


This school opened in June, 1848. It was originally composed 
of scholars taken from different schools, who, of course, had 
been under somewhat different modes of discipline and instruction, 
and most of whom had formed friendships and associations which 
were broken off with reluctance or displeasure. ‘To give unity and 
symmetry to these discordant elements, to establish harmony and 
good feeling where there was a strong tendency to discord and ill- 
humor, to excite an esprit du corps, without which no school or 
community of any sort can make sure and constant progress, — to 
do all this was a work which required, not only tact and judg- | 
ment, but also time. 

At first the order was not satisfactory, and there seemed a 
want of congeniality between teacher and pupils. But ever since 
its commencement the school has been gradually improving. ‘The 
order is now good, and it is believed that a feeling of attachment 
to the school and the teacher has been developing itself among the 
scholars. The teacher is faithful, energetic, and devoted to his 
work ; and the school, though not yet quite equal to some of the 
other Grammar Schools in the city, holds a very respectable, and 
in some respects a high rank, and it has made commendable prog- 
ress during the year. ‘The annual examination was, in most 
particulars, satisfactory. ‘lhe singing, which during the winter 
term has been under the direction of Mr. Roberts, was excel- 
lent. 


PUTNAM GRAMMAR. 


This school has for several years been reported as a model 
Grammar School. During the past year it has more than sustained 
its former high standing. In no school did we find compositions of 
such excellence, and perspective drawings so admirably executed, 
as in this, at the annual examination. Correct deportment, prompt- 
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ness and accuracy in answering questions, and thoroughness in 
the studies pursued, are characteristic excellences of this school. 


OTIS GRAMMAR. 


This school has been highly prosperous during the year. In 
the last Annual Report, it was represented as standing high in 
almost every department. Its subsequent progress has fully an- 
swered the expectations of the Committee, and at no period has its 
administration been so successful. An excellent relation subsists 
between the teachers and scholars, and the moral aspects of the 
school are very satisfactory. 


The number of pupils belonging to the Grammar Schools at the 
close of the year was 569, of which 535, or 94 per cent., were 
present at the examination. ‘The general attendance has never 
been more satisfactory. 

The average attendance for the year in all the Grammar Schools 
has been 88 per cent. 


The following table exhibits the condition of the several de- 
partments of the Grammar Schools, as indicated by the notations 
of the examining committees, at the annua] examination in Feb- 
ruary. 
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REPORT ON THE HIGH SCHOOL. 


The High School, as at.present organized, was established in 
the summer of 1848. Under the management of its accomplished 
principal, it has been steadily gaining in public favor and usefulness. 
The Committee are exceedingly gratified with its condition, and 
the promise it gives of affording the very best common school ad- 
vantages to the children of our citizens for a long while to come. 
It contains at present 156 pupils, of whom 108 are seated in the 
upper hall, and 48 in the room below. ‘These last are under the 
more immediate supervision, during study hours, of the sub-master. 
The school, however, is in other respects one and undivided, the 
scholars going from one room to the other for recitation and other 
exercises, as convenience may require. ‘There are now twenty- 
two vacant seats in the house. 

On account of the popularity of the school, and the great desire 
on the part of our citizens to avail themselves of its rare advan- 
tages for their children, larger numbers than were originally ex- 
pected have made application, from time to time, for admission. ‘To 
prevent an overflow, and at the same time to elevate the character 
of the Grammar Schools, the qualifications necessary for admission 
have been considerably raised by the Board, during the last year. 

The regular time for admission is at the commencement of the 
fall term, about the first of September, annually. No scholars are 
received afterwards, during the year, from our Grammar Schools, 
nor from private schools, except in extraordinary cases, and then 
only when the pupil is qualified to enter one of the existing classes. 
This arrangement is attended with a great saving of time to the 
teachers, as it affords opportunity for the most perfect classifica- 
tion. The success of the school will, we think, hereafter depend 
very much upon a strict adherence to this rule. 

The method of examination for admission adopted last summer 
was as follows :— Some weeks before the vacation in August, 
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notice was given through the Grammar Schools and the Cambridge 
Chronicle, that all scholars who had completed the prescribed 
course of preparation and desired to be candidates for the High 
School, must give in their names to the principal of the school, 
on or before a specified day. The time appointed for examina- 
tion was just before the close of the summer term. This ar- 
rangement would allow the successful pupils the free enjoyment 
of their vacation, and afford opportunity for such as were admitted 
on conditions to review the studies in which they were deficient, 
and would prevent loss of time in the organizing of the new schol- 
ars at the commencement of the term. 

On the day appointed, the pupils assembled in the High School 
room, without books, but provided each with a lead pencil and a 
piece of India-rubber. To prevent the possibility of deriving aid 
from their comrades, if any should be so dishonorably disposed, 
the pupils were divided into alternating sections, so that no two sit- 
ting near each other should be under examination in the same 
branches at-the same time. And, to prevent all suspicion of par- 
tiality on the part of the examiners, the candidates were examined 
by numbers instead of their names. ‘That is, the numerals one, 
two, three, &c., were written on slips of paper, and distributed pro- 
miscuously through the room, so that each scholar would have his 
own number, which he would subscribe to the sheets on which his 
work would be performed, instead of subscribing his name. Five 
different sets of sheets were prepared, one containing printed ques- 
tions in geography, another in grammar, another in arithmetic, an- 
other in history, and another with words to be defined, this last 
having a blank space, on which a sentence to be given out for the 
purpose should be written, as an exhibition of the pupil’s ability to 
write and spell. - These sets of sheets were distributed as follows : 
— That on geography to the first, fifth, tenth, &c. seats, the pupils 
of which constituted the first section ; that on grammar to the sec- 
ond, sixth, eleventh, &c. seats, constituting the second section ; 
and so on, till all the pupils were supplied. ‘T’hey were then allow- 
ed a certain time for the performance of the required work, which 
‘was to be written with a pencil on the blank spaces under the 
printed questions. When the time had expired, each scholar sign- 
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ed his number, but not his name, to his sheet. A second class of 
papers was then given out, so that the section which commenced 
with geography should take grammar, and the section which com- 
menced with grammar should take arithmetic, and so on. While the 
scholars were writing their answers, the examiners, to each of whom 
had been assigned some one branch for the whole examination, look- 
ed over the work just performed in their branch, and marked each 
number according to the proficiency manifested on its sheet. At 
the close of the examination, all the marks against a number were 
summed up. Those who had reached the measure of merit agreed 
upon beforehand as sufficient for admission, were set down as suc- 
cessful candidates. If, however, as sometimes happened, a scholar 
by superior general excellence obtained a rank which entitled him 
numerically to admission, but had manifested great’ deficiency in 
some one branch, he was put down as admitted on condition of 
making up the deficiency during the vacation, and passing a satis- 
factory examination at the commencement of the term. All who 
fell below a certain specified measure of merit were excluded. 
Those who rose above this last measure, but had not attained to a 
rank sufficient for admission, were allowed a subsequent oral exam- 
ination. This was to prevent all possibility of injustice to a class 
of scholars, especially those who had not been trained in our lower 
schools, who might be unused to examination by printed ques- 
tions, and might fail from mere diffidence and confusion. 

When the exercise had closed, the successful candidates, the 
unsuccessful, those admitted on conditions, and those who, though 
not as yet admitted, were entitled to an oral examination, were 
announced by numbers, not by names. ‘T’hose who were success- 
ful presented themselves, with their numbers, and those who were 
not retired, if they saw fit, without making their failure known 
either to the Committee or to their fellow-pupils. In this way all 
suspicion of partiality was prevented, as being impossible, and the 
feelings of the unfortunate were saved from the trial of exposure. 

As this was in fact a thorough annual examination of the first class 
in each Grammar School, and as the pupils were all tried on the 
same questions, it may be just and interesting to give the compara- 
tive standing of those classes, as developed by the examination. 
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The following table will show the numbers presented for exami- 
nation from each school, and the percentage of correct answers 
given by each school, including both the accepted and the rejected 
candidates. 


Percentage of 


Presented. Average heh Correct Answers. 
Auburn Grammar School, 14 14 re .69 
Harvard, ; " 18 Tor .67 
Mason, : : Raich 1407 .66 
Broadway, : : 6 14 67 
Putnam, : : Rai 13:7 .65 
Otis, : , : 5 12 4 .63 


The following table will show from what schools the scholars 
came, who received the highest percentage at this examination. 


1 scholar from : : : : : Aub., .88 
a - : : " ‘ . Aub., .84 
] «6 de : - ; ; - y wea ege ss 
3 (one from each, ) Aub., Har., Bro., .78 
3 4 Aub., Har., Aub., .76 
3 F Elates eles eater ¢ 0 
4 ws Aub., Har., Har., Mas., .74 
8 (two each from Aub. and Har., and four from Put.,) .73 
3 (one from each,) ) Aub., Mas., Otis, .72 


These tables should not be taken as an exact estimate of the 
relative standing of these schools. ‘The largest schools, and those 
which are so situated as to contain the largest amount of active 
talent, must be expected to offer the largest number of pupils. 
But as all graduated tables of this kind are necessarily imperfect, 
justice to the schools is more nearly approximated by several va- 
rieties of comparison. Those who are familiar with schools and 
school statistics will be able to form, on the whole, a correct judg- 
ment of the relative standing of the schools. — 

The discipline of the school has been salutary. It is mild, but 
vigorous and decided. Monthly cards of approbation are given to 
those pupils whose constancy of attention, good deportment, and 
excellence of recitation, entitle them to testimonials of merit. 
These are usually presented at the public examinations, or at the 
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monthly visits of the Committee. A few scholars, on some of 
these occasions, have been publicly censured, and two or three 
have recently been dismissed from the school. As a certificate of 
moral character is required for admission, it is but reasonable 
that any scholar, culpably deficient in this respect, should be re- 
moved. 

The Committee have been exceedingly gratified with the consci- 
entiousness, honorable sentiment, and regard for propriety, which 
pervade the school. It is believed that profaneness, duplicity, 
and indecency of language or behaviour, would not be tolerated in 
the scholars by their companions of either sex. The conduct of 
the boys and girls in their relations towards each other, which are 
necessarily much restricted by circumstances, appears to be almost 
uniformly such as the most watchful parent would commend. We 
have had renewed evidence, that the plan of having both sexes in 
the same school-room and classes is attended with happy results, 
when the teachers, like those of this school, are qualified for such 
a delicate and responsible trust. In consequence of this associa- 
tion, the boys become more dignified and gentle in their manners, 
and the girls more elevated and discreet, — and both classes, we 
believe, like brothers and sisters of the same family, more pure- 
minded and happy. 

The progress of the scholars in their respective studies has 
been generally such as to afford their instructors and friends great 
satisfaction. The principal has continued to justify the high com- 
mendations he has heretofore received. He is performing a work 
for our children in the improvement of their manners, in giving them 
just maxims and principles of life, and inspiring them with desires 
for excellence, which no mere salary, however large, could repay. 
The sub-master has taken the entire oversight of the lower room dur- 
ing school hours, for the last year, to the satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee, and has instructed his classes with efficiency and success. 
Some of these classes have appeared, at the several examinations, 
quite equal to any classes of similar standing in the school. Miss 
Manning is an accomplished teacher. She has taken great pains, 
sparing neither time nor expense, to perfect herself in the French 
language, which it is a part of her business to teach. In this and 
the other departments which come under her immediate instruction, 
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the Committee think that she is earning much more for the city 
than she has heretofore received. It is no more than justice that 
the Board has made an addition to her salary. Miss Bubier, the 
remaining teacher, has been in office only during the last half-year, 
and has given satisaction to the Committee. 

The Committee would do injustice to their own feelings, if they 
should fail to acknowledge the generous donation of books, esti- 
mated at $725, made by the principal, through the City Council, 
to the school. One of his objects in doing this was to enable the 
city to draw from the State the full amount to which it was entitled 
for school libraries, on condition that an equal amount should have 
been appropriated for this purpose out of its own treasury. In 
consequence of this donation by Mr. Smith, as books to the 
amount of $100 were already owned by the school, the sum of 
$ 825 was paid over by the treasurer of the State, and expended 
on the library, under the direction of the Board. The High 
School is now furnished with a valuable library, containing maps, 
charts, books of reference, histories, travels, moral and scientific 
works, &c., adapted to elucidate the studies of the school, or inter- 
est and instruct pupils in their leisure hours at home. This library, 
taken in connection with the philosophical apparatus, —a generous 
portion of which was procured by Mr. Smith from the avails of his 
lectures to the citizens on Natural Philosophy, in the winter of 
1848, — amounts in value probably to nearly $3,500. A cata- 
logue of the library is appended to this Report. . 

The Committee take this opportunity to acknowledge also their 
obligation to Professor Agassiz for a valuable course of Lectures 
on Natural History, which he has been giving gratuitously to the 
school. This gentleman needs no commendation from us. His 
name carries with it its own eulogium, not only in Cambridge, but 
throughout the civilized world. We may, however, be permitted 
to say, from having heard a portion of these lectures ourselves, and 
from observing their general influence upon the scholars, that no 
one thing is likely to contribute more to the high standing and real 
excellence of the school. 

After two years’ experiment with a High School for the whole 
city, the Committee are more than satisfied, they are exceedingly 
gratified, that such an institution has been established among us. 
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As an object of ambition to be reached by our children, it furnishes 
a healthful stimulus to all the lower schools, while its general ele- 
vating influence is felt throughout the city. 

It will be the pleasant duty of our successors to carry out and 
perfect the system which we have commenced. ‘Though much 
has been done, they will find enough yet to do. Among other 
things, it will be worthy of consideration, whether some new ar- 
rangements for more thorough instruction in book-keeping, and for 
the more complete qualification of boys designed for mercantile 
mployments, might not be made to the advantage of the school. 
It may also be a question, whether, under the sanction of parents, 
more freedom in the choice of studies should not be allowed 
to girls, during the latter portion of their course, — especially to 
such as are now studying Latin or French and the mathematics. 
As music has been less successful in the High School than in the 
other schools, the Committee would suggest, that perhaps it may 
be desirable to divide the school, for instruction in this branch, into 
two departments ; the one including those who, from natural abil- 
ity or from their training in the lower schools, have become con- 
siderably proficient in this art, and the other those who have had 
fewer advantages or have been less successful in the improvement 
of them, and need to be again taught the elements. One difficulty 
under which the school has labored during the last year has been 
the want of a suitable text-book in this branch. But besides this, 
our successors, we think, will perceive that there are at least two 
marked grades of musical attainment in the school, and that all the 
pupils cannot be profitably instructed together. 

The Committee cannot forbear to add, particularly from their 
connection with the High School, their increased admiration of the 
Cambridge school system. We take no glory to ourselves in 
laying its foundations, though we have done what we could to 
complete the superstructure. But by the division of the Schools 
into five grades, by making qualification rather than years the 
condition, in all cases, of promotion from one school to another, 
a thorough elementary instruction is secured in all the schools. 
This is so obvious, that we find our teachers reluctant to take chil- 
dren whose parents have moved in from other towns, and who 
consequently have not passed through the drill of the lower school. 
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As a general thing, those who come to the High School from our 
own Grammar Schools are much more thoroughly grounded in 
the elements, and have a much more symmetrical and advanced 
education, than those who come from abroad or from private 
schools. 

When we take into consideration, moreover, that our noble Uni- 
versity, with its Professional and Scientific Schools, towers in the 
midst of us, and that the High School now forms a connecting link 
between this institution and the lower schools, we cannot but look 
with admiration upon the educational advantages of Cambridge. 

If private munificence would endow one additional school, in 
which our daughters could obtain advantages for improvement ap- 
proximating those which our sons enjoy in the University, the op- 
portunities for education would be unquestionably superior in Cam- 
bridge to what can be found in any other spot on the globe. 

By order of the High School Committee. 
W. A. STEARNS, Chairman. 
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Catalogue of Books presented to the City of Cambridge by Mr. 
Elbridge Smith, Master of the High School. 


Matthiz’s Greek Grammar, 2 vols. 8vo. $ 10.00 
Kiihner’s Greek Grammar, 1 vol. 8vo. 2.50 
Rost’s Greek Grammar, 1 vol. 8vo. 3.00 
Buttmann’s Greek Grammar, 1 vol. 8vo. 2.00 
Buttmann’s Lexilogus, 1 vol. 8vo. 4.50 
Buttmann’s Greek Verbs, 1 vol. 8vo. 1.75 
Donaldson’s New Cratylus, 1 vol. 8vo. 4.00 
Gaisford’s Annotationes in Herodotum, 2 vols. 8vo. 4.00 
St. John’s Manners and Customs of the Greeks, 3 vols. 8vo. 6.00 
Mitford’s History of Greece, 8 vols. 8vo. 14.00 
Miller’s History of Greek Literature, 1 vol. 8vo. 3.50 
Arnold’s Thucydides, 3 vols. 8vo. 10.00 
Thirlwall’s History of Greece, 2 vols. 8yo. 5.00 
Gillies’s History of Greece, 1 vol. 8vo. 1.50 
Malkin’s History of Greece, 1 vol. 8vo. | 1.00 
Donnegan’s Greek Lexicon, 1 vol. 8vo. 3.00 
Pickering’s Greek Lexicon, 1 vol. 8vo. 3.50 
Greek Testament, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.25 
Arnold’s Greek Reader, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.25 
Bullion’s Greek Reader, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.25 
Smith’s Thucydides, 1 vol. 8vo. 1.00 
Sophocles’s Greek Verbs, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.25 
Arnold’s Greek Prose Composition, 1 vol. 12mo. 75 
Arnold’s Greek Lessons, 1 vol. 12mo. 75 
Boise’s Greek Prose Composition, 1 vol. 12mo. 75 
Aristotle’s Ethics, 1 vol. 18mo. 25 
Goldsmith’s History of Greece, 1 vol. 12mo. 76 
Beloe’s Herodotus, 1 vol. 8vo. 1.00 
Sophocles on the Greek Alphabet, Lvol. 12mo. 75 
Plutarch’s Lives, I vol. 8vo. 2.00 
Potter’s Antiquities of Greece, 2 vols. 8vo. 5.00 
Turner’s Notes on Herodotus, 1 vol. 8vo. 3.00 
Yonge’s English-Greek Lexicon, I vol. 8vo. 6.00 
Owen’s Homer’s Odyssey, 1 vol, 12mo. 1.25 
Bos on Greek Ellipses, 1 vol. 8vo. 50 
Hermann’s Greek Metres, 1 vol. 8vo. .50 
Viger’s Greek Idioms, 1 vol. 8vo. 50 
Anthon’s Homer, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.50 


Anthon’s Anabasis, 1vol. 12mo. 2.00 


~~ 


27 


Anthon’s Greek Grammar, 1 vol. 12mo. 
McClintock’s First Book in Greek, 1 vol. 12mo. 


Totius Latinitatis Lexicon Facciolati et Forcellini, 2 vols. 4to. 


copy formerly belonging to Judge Story.) 
Dictionary of Latin Phrases, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Rich’s Companion to the Latin Dictionary, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Riddle and Arnold’s English-Latin Lexicon, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Edwards’s Virgil, 1 vol. 16mo. 
Kreb’s Guide to Writing Latin, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Niebuhr’s History of Rome, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Keightley’s History of Greece and Rome, 5 vols. 8vo. 


Middleton’s Life of Cicero, and Cicero’s Letters, 1 vol. 8vo. 


Niebuhr’s Lectures on Roman History, 3 vols. 12mo. 
Brooks’s Ovid, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Carr’s Roman Antiquities, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Schmitz’s Latin Grammar, 1 vol. 16mo. 
Zumpt’s Latin Grammar, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Kitihner’s School Grammar, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Schmitz and Zumpt’s Virgil, 1vol. 16mo. 
Arnold’s Latin Prose Composition, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Cicero’s Oration for Milo, lvol. 8vo. 
Goldsmith’s History of Rome, 1 vol. 16mo, 
Moore’s Virgil, 1vol. 12mo. 

Ferguson’s Rome, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Adam’s Roman Antiquities, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Morgan’s Italy, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Murphy’s Tacitus, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Baker’s Livy, 2 vols. 8vo, 

Lincoln’s Livy, lvol. 12mo. 

Ramshorn’s Latin Synonymes, 1 vol. 12mo. 


Déderlein’s Hand-Book of Latin Synonymes, 1 vol. 8vo. 


Life of Julius Cesar, lvol. 16mo, 
Anthon’s Virgil, 1 vol. 12mo. 


‘ Georgics and Bucolics, 1 vol. 12mo. 
oe Cicero, lvol. 12mo. 

4s Cesar, 1 vol. 12mo, 

iy Latin Versification, 1 vol. 12mo. 


Andrew’s Sallust, lvol. 12mo. 
Schmitz and Zumpt’s Sallust, 1 vol. 16mo. 

cs . < Cicero, 1 vol. 16mo. 

. aS 4 Quintus Curtius, lvol. 16mo. 
McClintock’s First Book in Latin, 1 vol. 12mo, 
Grecian and Roman Mythology, 1 vol. 12mo, 
Classical Manual, lvol. 8vo, 

Fiske’s Classical Antiquities, 1 vol. 8vo. 


$ 1.00 


75 


30.00 


1.50 
5.00 
2.75 
1.25 
1.25 
5.00 
7,00 


4.00 
3.00 
1.25 

.75 
4,50 
2.00 

75 
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Nuttall’s Classical Dictionary, 1 vol. 8vo. $ 3.00 
Bojesen’s Grecian and Roman Antiquities, 1 vol. 12mo. 1,50 
Ptitz’s Ancient Geography and History, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.50 
Munk’s Greek and Roman Metres, Ivol. 12mo. ‘1.00 
Salkeld’s Greek and Roman Antiquities, 1 vol. 12mo. 50 
Bloss’s Ancient History, lvol. 12mo. 1.00 
Tytler’s History, 2vols. 8vo. 3.00 
Rollin’s History, 2 vols. 8vo. 4.00 
Wade’s History of British Empire, 1 vol. 8vo. 4.00 
Chalmers’s History of the American Colonies, 2 vols. 8vo. 4.00 
Russell’s Modern Europe, 3 vols. 8vo. 5.00 
Lord’s History, 1 vol. 12mo. 1.50 
Anecdotes of Washington, 1 vol. 16mo. 25 
McGregor’s Progress of America, 2vols. 8vo. 15.00 
Taylor’s Manual of History, 1 vol. 8vo. 2.25 
Willson’s American History, 1 vol. 8vo. 1.50 
Macaulay’s History of England, 2vols. 12mo. 1.25 
Hume’s History of England, 6 vols. 12mo. 3.00 
Eliot’s History of Harvard University, 1 vol. 16mo. 75 
Pictorial History of France, 1 vol. 16mo. -50 
Pictorial History of England, 1 vol. 16mo. -50 
Pictorial History of the United States, 1 vol. 16mo. 50 
Goldsmith’s History of England, 1 vol. 16mo. 75 
McIntosh’s History of England, 1vol. 8vo. | 1.00 
Fremont’s Expedition, lvol. 8vo. 1.00 
Brougham’s Lives of Eminent Men, 4 vols. 12mo. 2.00 
Scott’s Life of Napoleon, 1 vol. 8vo. 1.25 
Sullivan’s Public Men of the Revolution, 1 vol. 8vo. 2.00 
Milman’s History of Christianity, 1 vol. 8vo. 2.00 
Worcester’s Historical Chart. 1.00 
Malte Brun’s Geography, 3vols. 4to. 10.00 
Murray’s Encyclopedia of Geography, 3 vols. 8vo. 8.00 
Wilkinson’s Ancient Atlas. 6.00 
Universal Illustrated Atlas. 12.00 
Butler’s Geography and Atlas, 2 vols. 8vo. 3.25 
Mitchell’s Ancient Geography and Atlas, 2 vols. 1.25 
Book of Costume, 1 vol. 8vo. 3.00 
~ Trumbull’s Memoirs of his own Times, 1 vol. 8vo. 2.00 
Wirt’s Letters of the British Spy, 1 vol. 12mo. 75 
Goodrich’s National Geography, 1 vol. 4to. 1.00 
Georgian Era, 4vols. 12mo. _ 6.00 
Dana’s Mineralogy, 1 vol. 8vo. . 3.00 
Lardner’s Lectures, 2 vols. 8vo. 5.00 


U. K. Society’s Natural Philosophy, 4 vols. 8vo. 6.00 


Jameson’s Mechanics, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Ewbank’s Hydraulics, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Lyell’s Elements of Geology, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Scientific Tracts, 3 vols. 12mo. 

Mantell’s Wonders of Geology, 2vols. 12mo. 
Elements of Zoology, 1 vol. 12m. 

Lyell’s Principles of Geology, 3 vols. 12mo. 
Planetary and Stellar Worlds, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Architecture of the Heavens, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Nichol’s System of the World, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Humboldt’s Aspects of Nature, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Nichol’s Solar System, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Ansted’s Ancient World, lvol. 12mo. 
Joice’s Scientific Dialogues, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Kane’s Chemistry, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Morfitt’s Chemical Manipulations, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Herschel’s Astronomy, 1 vol. 8vo. 


Somerville’s Connection of Physical Sciences, 1 vol. 16mo. 
Harris’s Report on the Insects of Massachusetts, 1 vol. 8vo. 


Turner’s Chemistry, I vol. 12mo. 

Bird’s Philosophy, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Electricity and Magnetism, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Young’s Mechanics, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Kirby and Spence’s Entomology, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Lardner on the Steam-Engine, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Hutton’s Mathematics and Key, 2vols. 8vo. 
Wonders of the Heavens, 1 vol. fol. 
Smith’s Astronomy, 1 vol. fol. 

Lives of Men of Science, 1 vol. 12mo. 
History of Wonderful Inventions, 1 vol. 12mo. 


Higgins’s Experimental Philosophy, 1 vol. 12mo. 


The Useful Arts, 2 vols. 12mo. 

Olmsted’s Natural Philosophy, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Wilson’s Trigonometry, I vol. 8vo. 
Carpenter’s Physiology, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Davis’s Manual of Magnetism, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Francis’s Chemistry, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Morfitt’s Philosophy, I vol. 12mo. 
Hackley’s Algebra, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Alsop’s Algebra and Key, 2 vols. 12mo. 
Parker’s Philosophy, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Guy’s Astronomy, 1vol. 16mo. 
Steam-Engine, 1 vol. fol. 

Miiller’s Physics and Meteorology, I vol. 8vo. 
Gummere’s Surveying, 1 vol. 8vo. 


5) 


$ 4.00 
3.00 
2.00 
3.00 
4.00 

75 
3.50 
675 
75 
1.25 
1.25 
£75 
1.25 
1.25 
2.00 
2.25 
4.50 
50 
1.75 
1.00 
1.25 
1.50 
£75 
2.00 
3.50 
6.00 
3.50 
1.00 
.50 
£75 
1.50 
1.50 
2.00 
1.50 
3.00 
1.25 
2.00 
1.00 
1.50 
1.25 
75 
75 
3.50 
3.00 
2.00 
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Jamieson’s Mechanics, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Stanley’s Mathematical Tables, 1 vol.. 8vo. 
Brocklesby’s Meteorology, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Perkins’s Algebra, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Pneumatic Experiments, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Smith and Horner’s Anatomical Atlas, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Chemistry of the Four Seasons, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Spier’s French Dictionary, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Fleming and Tibbins’s French Dictionary, 2 vols. 4to. 
Adler’s German Dictionary, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Graglia’s Italian Dictionary, 1 vol, 4to. 

Richardson’s Dictionary, 2 vols. 4to. 

Latham on the English Language, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Priestley’s English Grammar, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Murray’s English Grammar, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Parker’s Aids to English Composition, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Four Old Plays, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Pycroft’s Course of Reading, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Mandeville’s Reading Books, 6 vols. 12mo. 

Kames’s Elements of Criticism, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Chambers’s Cyclopedia of English Literature, 2 vols. 8va. 
Graham’s English Synonymes, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Hart’s Class Book of Poetry, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Hart’s Class Book of Prose, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Shaw’s English Literature, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Cleveland’s Compendium of English Literature, 3 vols. 12mo, 
Essays on Education, 8 vols. 12mo. 

Crosby Hall Lectures on Education, 1 vol. 8vo. 
English Poets, 7 vols. 8vo. 

Macaulay’s Miscellanies, 5 vols. 12mo. 

Lectures before the American Institute, 8 vols. 12mo. 
Stowe’s Training System, 1 vol..12mo. 

Teaching an Art, the Teacher an Artist, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Barnard’s School Architecture, 1 vol. 12mo. 

The District School, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Confessions of a Schoolmaster, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Life of Dr. Arnold, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Rugby School Sermons, 1 vol. 16mo. 

Edgeworth on Education, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Wayland’s Political Economy, 1 vol. 16mo. 

Paley’s Natural Theology, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Stephens on the English Constitution, 2 vols. 8yo. 
Cudworth’s Intellectual System, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Mason on the United States Government, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Chalmers’s Natural Theology, 2 vols. 12mo. 


$ 4.00 
2.50 
-50 
1.00 
50 
4.00 
1.00 
3.00 
13.00 
4.00 
1.00 
10.00 
3.50 
2.00 
2.00 
75 
1.50 
1.00 
3.00 
1.00 
5.00 
1.25 
50 
50 
1.50 
3.00 
7.00 
1.00 
10.00 
6.25 
5.00 
1.50 
75 
2.00 
50 
00 
2.00 
-50 
.50 
1.00 
1.00 
4.00 
4.00 
50 
1.00 
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History of the Church of Scotland, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Magnall’s Historical Questions, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Stephens’s Miscellanies, 1 vol. 12mo. 
D’Israeli’s Miscellanies, 3 vols. 12mo. 
D’Israeli’s Amenities of Literature, 2 vols. 12mo. 
Everett’s Orations, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Everett’s Miscellanies, 2 vols. 12mo. 
American Almanac, 19 vols. 12mo. 
Chambers’s Miscellany, 10 vols. 16mo. 
Pictorial Bible Dictionary, 2 vols. fol. 
Brewster’s Optics, 1 vol. 12mo. 

Young’s Trigonometry, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Olmsted’s Astronomy, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Davies’s Descriptive Geometry, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Arnold’s Latin Verse Composition, 1 vol. 8vos 
Arnold’s Larger Latin Exercises, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Grotefend on Latin Translation, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Day’s Syntax of the Relative, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Life of Cicero, 1 vol. 16mo. 

Crusius’s Homeric Lexicon, 1 vol. 8vo. 
Briggs’s Bucolici Greci, 1 vol. 8vo. 

Picot’s French Series, 6 vols. 12mo. 
Encyclopedia Americana, 14 vols. 8vo. 
London Encyclopedia, 22 vols. 8vo. 


$ 1.50 
75 
1.25 
2.50 
1.50 
2.00 
2.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.75 
1.25 
1.50 
1.25 
2.00 
1.00 
1.50 
3.00 
3.00 
5.00 
22.00 
40.00 


Books purchased with Money ($825.00) obtained from the State. 


Encyclopaedia Metropolitana, 30 vols. 4to. 
Penny Cyclopedia, 16 vols. 

Johnston’s Physical Atlas, fol. 

Seven copies of Johnston’s Physical Atlas, 4to. 
Riddle and Arnold’s Latin Dictionary, 8vo. 
Encyclopedia of Civil Engineering, 8vo. 


Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, 


3 vols. 8vo. 


Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, 8vo- 


Six Ethnographic Maps, fol. 


English Poets, from Chaucer to Hunt, 50 vols. 18mo. 


Prescott’s Ferdinand and Isabella, 3 vols. 8vo. 
Prescott’s Conquest of Mexico, 3 vols. 8vo. 
Prescott’s Conquest of Peru, 2 vols. 8vo. 


Bancroft’s History of the United States, 3 vols. 8vo. 


Sparks’s Life of Washington, 8vo. 
Sparks’s Life of Franklin, 8vo. 


Graham’s History of the United States, 2 vols. 8vo. 


Pictorial History of England, 4 vols. 8vo. 


$ 125.00 


55.00 
50.00 
73.50 

8.00 
16.50 


13.50 
4.50 
6.00 

22.00 
4.80 
4.80 
3.20 
4.50 
3.00 
3.00 
3.50 
10.00 
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Hallam’s Literature of Europe, 2 vols. 8vo. 
Hallam’s Middle Ages, 8vo. 
Hallam’s Constitutional History of England, 8vo. 


Schlosser’s History of the Eighteenth Century, 6 vols. 8vo. 


Layard’s Nineveh, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Irving’s Works, 15 vols. 12mo. 

Strickland’s Queens of England, 6 vols. 8vo. 

Paley’s Works, 3 vols. 8vo. 

Aikin’s British Poets, 3 vols. 8vo. 

Shakspeare, 7 vols. 8vo. 

Boswell’s Johnson, 2 vols. 8vo. 

Booth’s Encyclopedia of Chemistry, 8vo. 

Corpus Poetarum Latinorum, 8vo. 

Bohn’s Standard Library, 48 vols. 12mo. 
Miscellaneous Works of Rev. Robert Hall. 
Roscoe’s Life and Pontificate of Leo X., 2 vols. 
Roscoe’s Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici. 
Schlegel’s Lectures on the Philosophy of History. 
Sismondi’s Literature of the South of Europe, 2 vols. 
Schlegel’s Dramatic Literature. 

Beckmann’s History of Inventions, 2 vols. 
Schiller’s Thirty Years’ War, and other Works, 4 vols. 
Memoirs of Col. Hutchinson. 

Memoirs of Benvenuto Cellini. 

Coxe’s House of Austria, 3 vols. 

Lanzi’s History of Painting, 3 vols. 

Ockley’s History of the Saracens. 
Lamartine’s History of the Girondists, 3 vols. 
Machiavelli’s History of Florence, Prince, &c. 
Schlegel’s Philosophy of Life and Language. 
Ranke’s History of the Popes, 3 vols. 

Coxe’s Duke of Marlborough, 3 vols. 
Sheridan’s Dramatie Works. 

Goethe’s Works, 2 vols. 

Wheatley on the Common Prayer. 

Milton’s Prose Works, 3 vols. 

Menzel’s History of Germany, 3 vols. 
Schlegel’s Atsthetic Works. 

Schlegel’s Lectures on Modern History. 
Lamartine’s French Revolution of 1848. 
Junius’s Letters. 

Lardner’s Cabinet Cyclopedia, 131 vols. 12mo. 
History of England, 10 vols. 

= *¢ Treland, 4 vols. 
vd *¢ Scotland, 2 vols. 


$ 2.50 
1.25 
1.25 

12.00 
3.60 
15.00 
10.00 
3.50 
6.00 
7.00 
3.00 


4.50 
38.40 


About $240.00 
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History of United States, 2 vols. 

Af ‘¢ France, 3 vols. 

s ‘¢ Netherlands. 

“ ‘¢ Switzerland. 

ts ‘¢ Denmark, Sweden, &c., 3 vols. 

a ‘¢ Poland. 

‘x ‘¢ Germanic Empire, 3 vols. 

se ‘¢ Russia, 3 vols. 


oT ‘¢ Spain and Portugal, 5 vols. 
“ ‘¢ Europe in Middle Ages, 4 vols. 
“é ‘¢ Ttalian Republics. 


a“ ‘¢ Fall of Roman Empire, 2 vols. 

‘s ‘¢ Rome, 2 vols. 

« ‘¢ Greece, 8 vols. 

“ “ Greek and Roman Antiquities, 2 vols. 
“ “ the Church, 2 vols 

“e ‘¢ Reformation, 2 vols. 


a ‘¢ Maritime Discovery, 3 vols. 


Outlines of History. 

Chronology of History. 

Biography of British Lawyers. 
th “ ‘¢ Military Commanders, 3 vols. 

Naval Commanders, 5 vols. 

Statesmen, 7 vols. 

Poets, 2 vols. 


Dramatists, 2 vols. 


ee ‘¢ Early British Writers. 

a ‘¢ Foreign Statesmen, 5 vols. 

e ‘¢ Authors of France, 2 vols. 

6 ue a Italy, &e., 3 vols. 


Brewing, Baking, Cooking, &c., 2 vols. 
Silk Manufacture. 

Manufacture of Metals, 3 vols. 
Porcelain and Glass. 

Preliminary Discourse on Natural Philosophy. 
History of Natural Philosophy. 
Arithmetic. 

Astronomy. 

Mechanics. 

Optics. 

Heat. 

Chemistry. 

Hydrostatics and Pneumatics. 
Probabilities and Life Contingencies. 
Geometry. 

Electricity, Magnetism, &c., 2 vols. 
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Preliminary Discourse on Natural History. 
Geology, 2 vols. 

Botany. 

Geography, and Classification of Animals. 
Quadrupeds. 

Birds, 2 vols. 

Animals in Menageries. 

Fish, Amphibians, and Reptiles, 2 vols. 
Insects. 

Shells. 

Habits and Instincts of Animals. 
Taxidermy. 

Harper’s Family Library, 187 vols. 16mo. $ 67.00 
Milman’s History of the Jews, 3 vols. 
Lockhart’s Napoleon, 2 vols. 

Southey’s Nelson. 

Williams’s Alexander the Great. 

Rennie’s Natural History of Insects, 2 vols. 
Galt’s Byron. 

Bush’s Life of Mohammed. 

Scott’s Demonology and Witchcraft. 
Gleig’s History of the Bible, 2 vols. 
Leslie’s Discovery in the Polar Seas. 
Croly’s George IV. 

Jameson’s Discovery in Africa. 
Cunningham’s Celebrated Painters, 5 vols. 
James’s Chivalry and Crusades. 

Bell’s Mary, Queen of Scots, 2 vols. 
Russell’s Ancient and Modern Egypt. 
Fletcher’s History .of Poland. 

Smith’s Festivals, Games, and Amusements. 
Brewster’s Sir Isaac Newton. 

Russell’s History of Palestine. 

Meme’s Josephine. 

Court and Camp of Napoleon. 3 
Lives and Voyages of Drake, Cavendish, and Dampier. 
Pitcairn’s Island, and Mutiny of the Bounty. 
Turner’s Sacred History of the World, 3 vols. 
Mrs. Jameson’s Female Sovereigns, 2 vols. 
Lander’s Travels in Africa, 2 vols. 
Abercrombie’s Intellectual Powers. 

St. John’s Celebrated Travellers, 3 vols. 
Dover’s Frederic the Great, 2 vols. 
Smedley’s Venetian History, 2 vols. 
Thatcher’s Life of the Indians, 2 vols. 
Murray’s British India, 3 vols. 
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Brewster’s Natural Magic. 

Taylor’s Ireland, 2 vols. 

Tytler’s Discovery in North America. é 
Humboldt’s Travels. 

Euler’s Natural Philosophy, 2 vols. 
Mudie’s Observation of Nature. 
Abercrombie’s Moral Feelings. 

Dick’s Improvement of Society. 
James’s Charlemagne. 

Russell’s Nubia and Abyssinia. 
Russell’s Cromwell, 2 vols. 
Montgomery’s Lectures. 

Barrow’s Peter the Great. 

Crichton’s History of Arabia, 2 vols. 
Fraser’s Persia. 

Combe’s Physiology. 

Russell’s Barbary States. 

Paulding’s Washington, 2 vols. 
Ticknor’s Philosophy of Living. 
Higgins’s Physical Condition of the Earth. 
Sforzosi’s Italy. 

Davis’s China and the Chinese, 2 vols. 
Circumnavigation of the Globe. 
Dick’s Celestial Scenery. 

Griscom’s Animal Mechanism. 
Tytler’s Universal History, 6 vols. 
Franklin’s Life and Writings. 

Pursuit of Knowledge under Difficulties, 2 vols. 
Paley’s Natural Theology, 2 vols. 
Dick’s Sidereal Heavens. 

Upham on Disordered Mental Action. 
Murray’s British America, 2 vols. 
Lossing’s History of the Fine Arts. 
Rennie’s Quadrupeds. 

Mungo Park’s Life and Travels, 
Dana’s Two Years before the Mast. 
Parry’s Three Voyages for the Discovery of a Northwest Passage, 2 vols. 
Life of Dr. Johnson, and Extracts, 2 vols. 

Bryant’s American Poets. 

Halleck’s British Poets, 2 vols. 

Keightley’s England, 5 vols. 

Hale’s United States, 2 vols. 

Irving’s Goldsmith, 2 vols. 

Distinguished Men of Modern Times, 2 vols. 
Renwick’s De Witt Clinton. 

Mackenzie’s Life of Perry, 2 vols. 
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Head’s Life and Travels of Bruce. 

Renwick’s Life of Jay and Hamilton. 

Brewster’s Galileo, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler. 
Iceland, Greenland, and the Faro Islands. 

Japan and the Japanese. 

Dwight’s History of Connecticut. 

Buck’s Ruins of Ancient Cities, 2 vols. 

History of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. 
Camp on Democracy. 

Lanman’s Michigan. 

Fénelon’s Ancient Philosophers. 

Segur’s History of Napoleon’s Expedition to Russia, 2 vols. 
Henry’s Epitome of the History of Philosophy, 2 vols. 
Beauties, Harmonies, and Sublimities of Nature. 
Lieber’s Property and Labor. 

White’s Natural History of Selborne. 

Wrangell’s Expedition to Siberia. 

Hazen’s Technology, 2 vols. 

Spalding’s History of Italy and the Italian Islands, 3 vols. 
Lewis and Clarke’s Travels, 2 vols. 

Smith’s History of Education. 

Fraser’s Mesopotamia and Assyria. 

History of Polynesia. 

Davenport’s Perilous Adventures. 

Constitutional Jurisprudence of the United States, 
Belknap’s American Biography, 3 vols. 

The Elephant. 

Potter’s Hand-Book for Readers and Students. 
Woman in America. 

Border Wars of the Revolution, 2 vols. 
Vegetable Substances used for the Food of Man. 
Michelet’s Modern History. 

Bacon’s Essays, and Locke on the Understanding. 
Voyages round the World. 

Travels of Marco Polo. 

American Adventure by Land and Sea, 2 vols. 
History of Louisiana. 

Moors in Spain. 

Lee’s Elements of Geology. 

Brougham’s Pleasures and Advantages of Science 
Illustrations of Mechanics. | 
Selections from the Spectator, 2 vols, 

Potter’s Political Economy. 

Murray’s Principles of Eloquence. 

Robertson’s America, abridged. 

Ferguson’s Roman Republic, abridged. 
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THE HOPKINS CLASSICAL SCHOOL. 


This, though not a public school, is one in which the city has 
an interest. Previously to the year 1839, there was paid to the 
master of the Grammar School in Cambridge, by the trustees of. 
the charity of Edward Hopkins, in conformity with his will, and 
as prescribed by a decree in chancery, a certain sum, annually, 
for the instruction of seven boys intended to be prepared for en- 
tering the college. For a long time previous to that year, the in- 
tentions of the testator were, in the opinions of the visitors, very 
far from being fulfilled, and the trustees became satisfied that it 
was their duty to procure a change. 

In conformity to their wishes, and with the approbation of the 
town of Cambridge, an act was passed by the Legislature in April, 
1839, authorizing the trustees ‘‘ to establish in the town of Cam- 
bridge a Classical School, the main object of which shall be to 
prepare boys for admission to Harvard University,”’ 

By this act the visitation of the school was vested, as it had 
before been when the scholarships were connected with the Gram- 
mar School, in the President and Fellows of Harvard College, 
and the minister of the First Church in Cambridge. To these 
visitors were added the chairmen of the Selectmen and School 
Committee of Cambridge. 

The section of the act which secures to Cambridge an interest 
in the school is in these words : — ) 

‘¢'The trustees, the visitors of said school, and the instruc- 
tors thereof, shall receive into the same when established, and ad- 
mit to all its benefits, privileges, and advantages, free of expense, 
any number of boys, not exceeding nine at any time, belonging to 
the town of Cambridge, or elsewhere, who, being suitably quali- 
fied, shall be selected and presented for admission thereto by the 
School Committee of said town.” 

There is now but one visitor of the school on the part of 
Cambridge, as the Mayor of the city, who succeeds the chair- 
man of the Selectmen, is also chairman of the School Committee. 

The chairman of the School Committee visited the Hopkins 
School at the examination that took place at the end of the sum- 
mer term, and found it to be in good condition. ‘The whole 
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number of scholars during this term, until near its close, when 
nine were admitted to Harvard College, was forty-four. 

At the close of the term in February, there was also an examina- 
tion, which the chairman of the School Committee was unable to 
attend ; but he understood from the President of the University, 
that the school was in a satisfactory state. ‘There was then one 
vacancy in the number of beneficiaries. ‘The whole number of 
scholars was forty-five ; twenty-eight belonging to Cambridge, 
and seventeen to other places. 

The teachers besides the Principal, Mr. Edmund B. Whitman, 
are Augustus W. Whipple and James C. Carter, assistants, and 
Henry G. Fette, instructor in drawing. 


The following is an abstract of the returns required by law to 
be made to the Secretary of the Board of Education. 


Number of public schools, 32 

4 ‘*¢ schools having from 40 to 80 scholars, 16 

3 + cc 88” “over 80 scholars, 16 

4 ‘¢ different’ scholars of all ages in all the 

public schools in summer, 2,994 
Number of different scholars of all ages in all the 

public schools in winter, 3,040 
Average attendance in all the schools in summer, 2,046 
Average attendance in all the schools in winter, 2,152 
Number attending over 15 years of age, 130 
Number of persons in the city on the Ist day of 

May, 1849, between 5 and 15 years of age, 2,952 


Amount of money raised by taxes for the support of 

schools, including only wages, board, and fuel, $ 20,026.47 
Amount expended on account of the public schools, 
’ for instruction, board, fuel, and superintendence, $ 20,486.47 
Number of academies and private schools in Cam- 


bridge, 11 
Estimated average attendance in academies and pri- 
vate schools, 254 


Estimated amount of tuition paid in academies and 
private schools, $ 3,188 
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Both the Committee and the teachers have used their best en- 
deavours to secure the constant and punctual attendance of the 
children belonging to the several schools. Still we have occasion 
to regret, that, besides the absences that occur from illness, and 
from the reasonable caution required to guard against the exposure 
of children of a tender age and delicate constitution, at some seasons 
of the year, many absences also occur in consequence of the cul- 
pable indulgence of parents, if not from their negligence and indif- 
ference. We believe, however, that the average attendance of the 
children who have entered the schools of this city is equal to 
that of most other cities and towns: 

We have no means of compelling the attendance of the chil- 
dren who have never entered any school. ‘The number of such, 
belonging to our native population, is probably small; of the 
children of our foreign population, the number is greater. It 
is incumbent on all good citizens, according to their opportunities 
and degree of influence, to bring them in. ‘The alternative 
in regard to their condition is between the hopeful presumption, 
that, if they are placed under the discipline of our schools, they 
will become virtuous youth and respectable citizens ; or, on the 
contrary, the sorrowful apprehension, that, if they are indulged | 
in idleness and vagrancy, they will become vicious youth and 
profligate and abandoned men and women. 

It is sometimes said that there is little, if any, moral and relig- 
ious instruction in our schools. ‘This is expressed too strongly, 
and shows a want of discrimination. All the admonitions adminis- 
tered to the children and youth for waste of time, for deception and 
falsehood, for vulgarity and profaneness, for cruelty and the indul- 
gence of every evil passion, and for disrespect and disobedience 
to parents and teachers, constitute so far moral and religious in- 
struction. Such instruction cannot be of a merely negative kind. 
It cannot fail to bring into prominent view the opposite virtues of 
industry, of truthfulness, of humanity, of purity of thought and 
language, of control over evil passions, and of obedience to par- 
ents and teachers. ' Nor can the sanctions of these virtues be over- 
looked ; namely, that they are ordained by God, the Father of all, 
and taught and illustrated by Christ, the Saviour of all. In that 
ordination and those teachings, the virtuous have the promise of 
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reward, and the vicious the assurance of punishment. We have 
no reason to think that the teachers neglect the opportunities that 
must occur for such admonitions and instructions. 

The reports of the teachers show their solicitude for the indole 
lectual and moral improvement of their pupils ; and the general 
condition of the schools demonstrates the efficacy of their en- 
deavours to accomplish this end. We regard it as a circumstance 
highly favorable, in this respect, that we have, for the most part, 
been able to secure the continuance of the teachers who have 
been successful in their labors, for a considerable period. When 
they have proved their ability so to govern and instruct their pu- 
pils, as to gain their affection, and to give evidence of skilful meth- 
ods of teaching, by the constant advancement of the children in 
learning, it is always with reluctance that we make a change. 
If the successors have equal competency and skill, and equal qual- 
ifications in all respects for their office, still some time is necessa- 
rily lost in acquiring the knowledge of the condition of the schools 
in various particulars. ‘* 

It is highly gratifying to the Committee to be able to make so 
favorable a report of the present state of the schools, and to de- 
clare their full conviction, that no radical changes are required in 
the system according to which they have been arranged for several 
past years ; a system that can be applied to the extension of the 
number of schools, which an increasing population will demand, 
and to all localities, with such slight modifications as peculiar cir- 
cumstances shall require. 

SIDNEY WILLARD, Chairman ez officio. 
JOHN A. ALBRO, ) 

C. C. FELTON, 
WM. A. STEARNS, 


JOSEPH W. PARKER, 
W. W. WELLINGTON, | 


School 
Committee. 


MOSES CLARKE, 
JOHN §. LADD, j 


